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Maggie Sez...  Dad says ... Moving? Downsizing? 
Estate to Liquidate? 

HE MIGHT BE
YOUR GUY!!

Call Mike today for a free in-home visit to
see what you want to sell! 317-783-9627

8039 S. Meridian St., 46217

ANTIQUES • VINTAGE • DESIGNER

A real Antique Mall - A must see!
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See “Prusiecki” Page 2

Quote of
the Week:

“Always be humble 
and gentle. Be patient 
with each other, making 
allowance for each other’s 
faults because of your 
love.”

Ephesians 4:2 NLT

History 

on February 16

“My mother always used 
to say: The older you get, the 
better you get, unless you’re a 
banana.”

— Rose (Betty White)
The Golden Girls

If you would like to know more 
history on this day or any other 
day, go to:
thepeoplehistory.com

My name is Stuart and I am a registered 
Therapy Dog. I’m almost 18 years old and 
have a strong feeling that by the time you 
are reading this article I will be beginning a 
new job. I will be a part-time greeter on the 
far side of Rainbow Bridge.

I haven’t been feeling well for several 
months. At first, I thought it was because 
we haven’t visited our friends in the nursing 
homes and the schools to see friends and 
have students read books to us.

I have been sleeping much of the day. 
My front and back legs are always hurting 
and I have been stumbling quite a bit when 
walking. We visited my doctor’s office a 
couple of weeks ago and I listened closely 
as Mom (Lyn Shonk), Dad (Fred Shonk) and 
the doctor talked. That is when I first began 
learning about my new job at the Rainbow 
Bridge.

This will be a part-time task. I will get to 
hang around with my human and animal 
friends that have already crossed over the 
bridge. I’m really looking forward to being 
reunited with them. I will be given notice 
when I need to be on duty at the bridge to 
welcome any human or animal family or 
friends that I have known and loved in this 
life. Those will be beautiful reunions.

I want to thank all my neighbors. Carolyn 
and Mark, our next-door neighbors are great 
folks. They always have special treats for 
me. They even helped me place my front 
paws in the cement of their new driveway. 
Those prints will be there for a long time. 
Neighbors Alice and Izzy are really nice also. 
It’s always fun to see them.

Our neighbors on the other side of our 
house have a mailbox post that I have liked 
for years. Thank you, Mr. and Mrs. Holmes.

Dad and I visited one of our favorite 
nursing homes last week. I had the 
opportunity to spend some time with my 
girlfriend, Christi. I am so going to miss that 
girl. We have been friends for more than 10 
years. We cuddled on her bed and enjoyed 
each other’s company. I believe we both 
enjoyed a short nap.

I’m going to be able to reconnect with 
several folks that I knew from the nursing 
homes. I’m really looking forward to seeing 
Jo and Danny from ManorCare.

I want to thank all the staff and students 
at Beech Grove City Schools. Dad and I 
visited those elementary schools for several 
years doing a reading program. I loved 
having students reading books to me. I have 
so many special memories of those reading 
visits. Former School Superintendent, Dr. 
Paul Kaiser even had an official employee ID 
tag made for me. I felt very honored.

I am also an honorary member of The 
Perry Township / Southport Historical 
Society. I enjoyed attending meetings 
and presentations each month. I met and 
became friends with some very nice people. 
I was also honored to be in a couple of 
holiday parades. Dad and I rode in a vehicle 
and waved to the folks on the parade route. 
We even tossed dog cookies to any of my 
canine friends that we spotted along 
the route.

I’m really going to miss my animal 
buddies that live with us at our home. 
Harry the Cat and I have become very 
close. We both enjoy helping Mom 
when she goes out to take care of the 
chickens that live in our backyard. I 
think there are eight of them and we all 
get along really good.

I understand that as I am starting 
a new adventure, Mom and Dad 
will probably be struggling with the 
absence of our daily routine. We are 
really going to miss each other.

I’m going to be able to meet both 
Smokey and Sam. They were both 
canine family members living with 
Mom and Dad before me. I inherited 
many toys from them. I often noticed 
dad smiling when he saw me playing 
with one of those special toys.

I have totally enjoyed being able 
to provide articles to The Southsider 
Voice newspaper. I’ve met some really 
special people that are also connected 
with this newspaper. I want to thank 
each of you and encourage you to 
keep up the good work.

I know that I’ve missed lots of 
stories about some of our friends. I 
want you to know that I have had a 
very special life. I know Mom and Dad 
are going to experience a difficult time 
for a while. We are going to miss each 
other. Please watch over them. That 
would please me so much.

Stuart the Therapy 
Dog… signing out…

Stuart: Southside Animal Shelter rescue,
therapy dog and Southsider Voice columnist

CROSSING THE 
RAINBOW BRIDGE

(PHOTO COURTESY OF BEECH GROVE CITY SCHOOLS)
Stuart listening to one of the Beech Grove student readers. 

Stuart’s last column Love from
your Voice friends

REGGIE AND GRACIE
&

Kelly Sawyers and
Bob White

GIDGET
&

Denise and Ron Summers

JUNE
&

Nate and Emily Pace

MAY AND LEMMY
&

Angie and David Torok

Fred Shonk and Stuart 
have been a vital part of 
Beech Grove City Schools. 
Stuart made reading 
enjoyable and fun by 
allowing our students to 
read to him on a regular 
basis. The look of joy in 
their eyes when Stuart laid 
his head on their lap, or 
looked up at them as they 
read was magic. Stuart’s 
partner, Fred, is pretty 
awesome, too. Thank you, 
Stuart and Fred for giving 
our Beech Grove students 
so much love and support 
over the years. Stuart 
definitely left paw prints of 
love on everyone he came in 
contact with. Stuart was a 
great friend to you, Fred...
we know it’s hard to say 
goodbye to such a special 
companion. Our thoughts 
are with you at this very 
difficult time.

Melody Stevens
Communications Director
Beech Grove City Schools

1933: David O. Selznik was 
made the new vice-president 
of MGM studios on this day. He 
also played the role of producer 
for MGM. He replaced a person 
commonly known as RKO, who 
had returned to the company with 
whom he (RKO) had launched his 
career.

1937: Wallace H. Carothers, 
a research chemist for Du Pont, 
received a patent for nylon.

1938: It was reported on 
this day that heavy rainfall 
occurred the evening before. 
Even though Texas is generally 
a warmer drier state than others, 
locals were not prepared for 
it. Instead they expected bitter 
winter temperatures. The concern 
about this rainfall was that colder 
weather was predicted for later 
in the week. This cold weather 
would then cause a complete 
freeze-over and West Texas 
would be covered with ice.

1942: The song “Jersey 
Bounce” is recorded by Shep 
Fields and his orchestra. This 
piece becomes one of the 
defining numbers of the big band 
musical era.

1968: The first 911 
emergency telephone system 
is inaugurated in Haleyville, 
Ala., but due to problems with 
telephone service boundaries 
and electromechanical switching 
equipment which could not 
recognize the 911 number, it is 
not until the mid 1980s that 911 
works countrywide.

By Steve Page
Correspondent

Mia Prusiecki 
found herself 
engaged in a 
close battle with 
Northridge senior 
Jiselle Miller as 
they competed in 
the preliminary and 
semifinal rounds of 
Saturday’s IHSAA 
State Champion-
ship diving finals 
in the Indiana Uni-
versity Natatorium 
on the campus of 
IUPUI.

After the first 
eight dives, and 
going into the final 
three attempts, 
the Center Grove 
sophomore had 
Miller just where 
she wanted her 
– more than two 
points ahead of 
Prusiecki.

“I didn’t want 
to go to the finals 
in first,” Prusiecki 
said. “Last year, I 
was first and went 
down. So I didn’t 
want to be in first 
this year.”

Until the event 
was over.

When the 
competition concluded, Prusiecki had earned 
her championship, outpointing Miller 524.00 to 
519.45.

Another Northridge senior, Kaitlin Simons, 
was third at 501.75. Franklin Central junior 
Devynn Bishop took fifth with 481.55 points.

Prusiecki and Miller had not battled since 
the 2021 state finals when Prusiecki was the 
runner-up to Fishers senior Morgan Casey, but 
the Trojan sophomore was surprised with her 
competitor’s early success Saturday.

“I was like surprised, but Jiselle is a good 
diver,” Prusiecki said.

The two remained close. Although Prusiecki 
scored 65.80 points on her 10th dive, an 
inward two somersaults from the tuck position, 
Miller still led by four points. That brought it 
down to the last dive.

“I’m a competitive person,” Prusiecki said. 
“That made me do my dive even better. I’ve 
been working on it. I fixed my balance.”

Prusiecki landed a reverse somersault tuck, 
scoring 58.75, then waited for Miller’s finale. 
When the Northridge diver scored 49.40, 
smiles broke out in the Center Grove area.

“I like pressure,” Prusiecki said. “I just want 

Trojans’ Prusiecki dives to 
first state championship

(SOUTHSIDER VOICE PHOTOS BY STEVE PAGE)
Mia Prusiecki, a Center Grove sophomore, flies through the Indi-

ana University Natatorium air as she competes in Saturday’s IHSAA 
Swimming and Diving State Finals at IUPUI.

By Al Stilley
Editor

The fatal shooting of Beech Grove’s 
Samaria Blackwell, who was among eight 
victims killed in a mass shooting at a FedEx 
facility, is the 2021 Top Story of the Year, 
according to readers of The Southsider 
Voice who submitted ballots.

Blackwell, 19, who desired to become 
a police officer, had worked at the far-
westside facility for only a few months 
before the shooting on April 14. She was 
later named as an honorary Southport 
police officer at the dedication of the “buddy 
bench” in front of Southport Elementary 
School later in the year.

Our readers also acknowledged the 
passing of beloved coach and educator 
Ray Schultz and legendary motorsports 
reporter Robin Miller among the top five 
stories of 2021.

Readers submitted a near-
record number of ballots and 
marked nine of the 21 stories with 
first-place votes. The results:

1. Samaria Blackwell of Beech Grove is 
among eight victims killed in mass shooting 
at westside FedEx facility and later named 
an honorary Southport police officer.

2. Legendary and beloved hall of fame 
coach/educator Ray Schultz dies; hundreds 
showed respect during visitation at Manual 
High School gymnasium.

3. Development of I-69 along Ind. 
37 footprint enters Johnson County as 
construction creeps closer to Southside.

4. Southport’s Robin Miller, legendary 
motorsports writer and TV analyst, 
succumbs to long battle against cancer.

5. Southside hospitals cut visitations 

due to continued covid pandemic and 
physicians emphasize vaccinations to 
help reduce the devastating impact of the 
disease.

6. Greenwood native Teri Campbell 
Maude unveils memorial in Indianapolis 
honoring husband Gen. Timothy G. Maude, 
highest ranking officer killed in 9/11 attacks.

7. New and spacious West Perry Library 
opens as a much-needed second Indy 
Public Library branch in Perry Township.

8. Final phase of Madison Ave. 
reconstruction and modernization in 
Greenwood open to motorists.

9. Fire destroys landmark grain elevator 
on Main Street in Greenwood near CSX 
railroad tracks. 

10. Dedication of a “buddy bench” at 
Southport Elementary School memorializes 
fallen police Lt. Aaron Allan and IMPD’s 
Breann Leath and longtime community 
volunteer Annie Singleton.

Throughout 2021, the Southside 
continued to be served and protected by 
police, fire, and first responders as well as 
all hospital medical staff and personnel who 
toiled many extra hours to help patients 
suffering from covid.

Thanks to our beloved readers for your 
continued support throughout the year.

BALLOT PRIZE WINNERS
$35  AWARDS
Paula Rhinehart, Greenwood
Jason Ferguson, Whiteland
12-INCH PIZZA
FROM BUBBA’S
Tom Maier, Indianapolis
Elden Hartman, Indianapolis
Pam Gearlds, Beech Grove

The Voice announces 
Top 10 stories of 2021 

and prize winners

Prusiecki is all smiles as the Center 
Grove sophomore stands atop the 
podium, wearing her first-place medal 
after scoring 524 points to win the IHSAA 
state one-meter diving championship.
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ersonal Recollections
By Fred ShonkP

Call Sleepy Hollow 317-787-8040
147 Tri Sab Lane (1 block South of Troy and Meridian)

Check out our website at
www.sleepyhollowpetranch.com

Fun at the ranch.
Nature walks and

cuddle times.

Sleepy HollowSleepy Hollow
Pet Ranch LLCPet Ranch LLC

Serving the Southside 
for more than 33 years Your pet(s) need

a vacation too!

Indoor/Outdoor RunsIndoor/Outdoor Runs

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

Thank you for supporting 
small business!

Do You Find Yourself An Executor Of An 
Estate Or Needing To Assist With Helping 

Your Parents Or Friends Downsize?
We May Be Able To Make

Your Task Much Easier!
My Personal, In-Home Consultation Will

Answer Many Of The Questions You May Have. 

Please Feel Free To Call And Find Out If Our 45 
Year Trusted Auction Business Can Assist You.

Call 317-445-5363 Today
Thank You, Mike Heimel, Auctioneer

Perry

Perspectives
����������������������

(SUBMITTED PHOTOS)
Among the 15 Roncalli High School student-athletes who were 

recognized at a special ceremony recently are, from left, Riley Allstatt, 
Anderson University, lacrosse; Gracie Tarp, Huntington University, 
bowling;  Kathlyn Matthews, Siena Heights University, lacrosse; Natalie 
Mullin, Hanover College, lacrosse; Abbey Scheil, Trine University, soc-
cer; and Braeden Cooper, Wabash College, lacrosse.

COLLEGE-BOUND RONCALLI 
STUDENT-ATHLETES

Among the Roncalli High School student-athletes beginning their 
collegiate careers on track and field teams in the fall are, from left, Eli 
Crouch, Indiana University; Zander Hooten, Bellarmine University; Sam 
Runholt, Marian University.

Roncalli High School student-athletes who will be playing football 
at different colleges in the fall are, from left, Aidan Leffler, Ball State 
University; Sam Secrest, University of Louisville; Patrick Meek, Wa-
bash College; Grant Ray, University ot Indianapolis; Michael Hegwood, 
Wabash College; and Tyson Garrett, Butler University.

Fred’s column will return!

The unique Buck Creek Players Playhouse on the far Southeast-
side opens its 49th season (2022-2023) this summer with the youth 
production of “13: The Musical,” a musical about a teen’s struggle to 
fit in. The opening date is to be announced soon.

The musical tells the story of a teen who moves from his preteen 
home in New York City to a sleepy Hoosier town after his parents’ 
divorce. The rock score is by Tony Award winning composer James 
Robert Brown.

The new season also features “A Christmas Story: The Musical,” 
in December. The musical brings a different and entertaining dimen-
sion to the popular movie set in the 1940s. The versatile score ranges 
from ballads to full-ensemble numbers.

The new season in Winter and Spring 2023 also includes “Al-
ways a Bridesmaid” in January-Februrary, “Are You Being Served” 
in Spring, and ‘The Great American Trailer Park Musical’ in early 
Summer.

All 49th season productions are contingent upon licensing avail-
ability.

The current 48th season (2021-2022) ended the production of 
“Good People,” a comedy that takes place in Southie, a Boston 
neighborhood where a night on the town means bingo.  The lead ac-
tors were Molly Bellner (Margaret), Jeremy Tuterow (Mike), Francie 
Mitchaner (Jean), and Susan Hill (Dottie).

“Fly Babies,” a drama where history takes off, unfolds on stage 
April 1-10. This play is about five young American women who are 
qualified pilots in the newly-created Women Airforce Service pilots 
(WASPs), each from different backgrounds.

The next musical production will be ‘Little Women,” June 3-19.  
Auditions were held recently at the playhouse for the Broadway 
musical that is locally produced by Gloria Bray, directed by Cathy 
Cutshall, and musical director Emily Gaddy.

Buck Creek Players began in 1973 when the Franklin Township 
Civic League and local residents formed a committee to present 
performing arts.  They performed in elementary schools and high 
schools before moving into their first home in a historic church on 
Acton Road. 

In 2001, they moved into its current home. With increased capac-
ity to 130 patrons, the space is intimate and there’s not a bad seat in 
the house.

Tickets: call 317-862-2270 or online at: buckcreekplayers.com.

Buck Creek Players puts
musicals and comedy on stage

Prusiecki  (Continued from Page 1)

to win. I just wanted to do 
my best. That’s all I came 
here for. I’m happy.”

Unlike some coaches, 
who are in constant 
conversation and 
interaction with their 
divers, Center Grove 
diving coach Brian Glover 
was available to Prusiecki, 
but mostly watched her 
perform.

“At this point in the 
season, it’s not what I’m 
going to do, but what 
Mia is going to do,” he 
explained.

He figured the 
competition would go all 
the way to the finale.

“It was going to come 
down to the last dive,” 
Glover said. “The 11th 
dive – who can land it 
best?

“The excitement, the 
adrenaline and the state 
competition, it really drives 
you to do well. She knows 
how to bring it. I’m really 
glad we pulled it out.”

At first glance, it 
appeared Prusiecki was in 
position to make a run at 
the state record of 563.65 
points, established in 
2015 by Brooke Schultz of 
Hamilton Heights.

After scoring 492.95 
points to win the Center 
Grove sectional meet, 
Prusiecki amassed 572.95 
points in the Jasper diving 
regional, which was 
moved from Bloomington 
South because of limited 
spectator space there. But 
more than one coach at 
the state meet noted that 
the Jasper scores were 
inflated.

Indian Creek 
sophomore Ella Taylor 
was the Jasper runnerup 
at 486.05, but she was 
knocked out of Saturday’s 
preliminaries when a leg 
buckled as she launched 
a dive. After scraping 
the board with her head, 
she hit it with a shoulder 
and did not finish the 
competition.

(SOUTHSIDER VOICE PHOTO BY STEVE PAGE)
Center Grove sophomore Mia 

Prusiecki sails high above the Indiana 
University waters as she pops out of the 
pike position during Saturday’s IHSAA 
Swimming and Diving State Finals.

By Elizabeth Choi
Director of Communications

What’s better than a Perry Township wrestler making it all the way 
to state? Six Perry Township Schools wrestlers making it all the way 
to state! The competition is this weekend and Perry Meridian and 
Southport wrestlers are ready to solidify some more wins.   

Southport Senior Nate Smith has earned his way to the top. He 
is currently undefeated, with a 47-0 record after dominating last 
weekend’s Indiana High School Athletic Competition (IHSAA) 
Semi-State Championships 

“I really can’t ask for much better. I won county, conference, 
regionals, sectionals…and then just recently, I broke the all-time and 
season record, said Smith. 

At Perry High, junior Toby Billerman is also making a name for 
himself. 

“I did a lot 
of tournaments 
after the season 
last year. I went 
to Sophomore 
Nationals. I 
placed eighth 
there in the 
nation,” said 
Billerman. 

What do Nate 
and Toby have 
in common, 
well, besides the 
obvious? Both 
boys are headed 
to state and 
both are strong 
contenders for 
titles. 

“Get past the 
opponent. If I 
wrestle my best, I 
think no one can 
beat me,” said Billerman.

Smith added, “I think I’m just as good as anyone else in the state.”
At Perry, head coach Matt Schoettle is sending five boys 

altogether to the finals.  
“We’ve coached these kids, some since they were 4-5 years old. 

Now watching them as juniors, try to reach their goals, I don’t think 
there’s anything better in coaching,” said Schoettle. 

On the Southport side, head wrestling coach Nick Skinner is 
confident heading to the finals. 

“I’ll teach them things that work for me. I have other coaches that 
teach them things that work for them. I ask the kids to pick up what 
they think works,” said Skinner. 

Which seems to be working. Still, with the stakes so high, there’s a 
little apprehension.  

“It’s definitely in the back of my mind that it could be over. One 
wrong move, one mistake and that’s it,” said Smith. 

“I’m a little nervous, but, I just think with my practice and 
preparations for the tournament, there’s nothing to be nervous about. 
Just leave it all on the mat,” said Billerman. 

The IHSAA State Finals are will take place February 19 and 20 at 
Gainbridge Fieldhouse. For more information on tickets and times, 
visit https://www.gainbridgefieldhouse.com/events/detail/ihsaa-boys-
wrestling-state-finals. 

(SUBMITTED PHOTOS)
Nate Smith of Southport wrestler his way to the 106-lb. champion-

ship Saturday at the New Castle semistate. Smith is the only Cardinal 
to advance to the state finals Friday and Saturday at Gainbridge.

6025 Madison Ave. • Edgewood and Madison

317-787-5345
“The dealership alternative for 

quality and professionalism”

Perry Meridian’s Toby Billerman captures the 
120-lb. championship Saturday at the New Castle 
regional; one of five Falcons to reach state finals.
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Reminiscing
By B. Scott Mohr

A retrospective glance at the Southside
From The Spotlight and 

The Southsider Voice archives

PERSONALIZED
OBITUARIES AND
IN MEMORIAMS

$12  for 10 words,
10 cents for each additional word.

$5 for picture.
Call 317-781-0023 or

Email: ads@southsidervoice.com

Reminiscing is

voted #1 among
Southsider Voice readers!

Southside OBITUARIES
PATRICIA ANN ALBRIGHT, 

81, children, Pam Yates, Jerry 
and James Smotherman; seven 
grandchildren; one great-grand-
child; siblings, Diane Taylor, 
Ginger Cox and Kathy Albright.

RAYMOND B. ALLEN, 90, wife 
Mary Sebastian Allen; children 
Raymond Jr., Charles, Patrick and 
Mary; eight grandchildren; eight 
great-grandchildren.

CARL HENRY BLEKE JR., 
81, wife Patsy; children, David, 
Michael, and Michelle; one grand-
daughter; one great-granddaugh-
ter.

CLARA MAE (MOON) BRAM-
LETT, 87, widow of Rollie Lowell 
Bramlett Sr.; children; Steve, 
Dennis, Sue, Keith and Rollie 
Jr., 19 grandchildren; 18 great-
grandchildren; four great-great 
grandchildren.

STEVEN CRAIG SPOONA-
MORE BROBECK, 64, children, 
Tara and Carl Brobeck; nine 
grandchildren; mother, Geneva 
Williams; siblings, Carl, Tom, 
Karen, Greg and Pam. 

BARBARA JEAN BUCKLEY, 85, 
widow of James Edward Buckley;  
children, Gwen England, Jimmy 
Poulton and Isabell Miller; 9 
grandchildren; one great-grand-
child.

MARTHA SUE (PLUMMER) 
BURGETT, 85, husband James 
Alvin Burgett; children, Keith 
Andrew Burgett (Boots), Joy 
Annette Wheeler-Smith, Doug-
las Matthew Burgett, Rebecca 
Sue McPeak and Elizabeth Ann 
Calo; 12 grandchildren; 16 great 
grandchildren; two great-great-
grandchildren; sister, Marsha 
“Ann” Whitaker. 

NORMA JEAN CAIN, widow 
of Alvin M. Cain; children, 
Debra Zieniewicz, Mark Cain and 
Rhonda Tucker; nine grandchil-
dren; 25 great-grandchildren; two 
great-great-grandchildren.

CAROL LOUISE CARRICO, 
76, widow of George Carrico; 
children, Donna Carrico, Maryln 
Steele, George Carrico, and 
Vickie Bryant; many grandchil-
dren; several great-grandchildren. 

THERESA NORA GALLAGH-
ER, 98, son John Berry; siblings, 
Patricia Himes and Edward Gal-
lagher. 

WAYNE GROSS, 74, wife, 
Dorothy (Eyles) Gross; children, 
Lisa Bratcher and Robert Gross; 
five grandchildren; six great-
grandchildren; sister, Betty Gross. 

SOUTHSIDE PROJECTS AFFECT TRAFFIC
Citizens Energy Group has two infrastructure projects that affect 

traffic with lane closures on the Southside. Watermain work this week 
will close two southbound lanes of US 31/S. East St. between East 
Elbert St. and East Thompson Road, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sewer rehabilita-
tions will close two lanes of South Madison Ave. in each direction at 
East Pleasant Run Parkway North Drive and one eastbound lane of 
East Pleasant Run Parkway North Drive for two more weeks. Motorists 
are urged to use caution in the work areas and utilize posted detours. 
Info: www.CitizensEnergyGroup.com/Construction.

GLEANERS FRANCISCAN MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
The Gleaners mobile food pantry will be at the Franciscan Health 

parking lot, 1500 Albany St., Beech Grove, today (Wednesday), 3:30 
p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Individuals and families in need can receive free food 
and groceries. The mobile food pantry is in partnership with Franciscan 
Health. Future distributions will be Wednesdays, March 16 and April 
13. Volunteers are needed to help in the food distribution. Info: 317-
925-0191 or visit online at: gleaners.org.

VINTAGE MOVIE STARS RIN TIN TIN
Vintage Movie Night at the Garfield Park Arts Center main gallery 

features Clash of Wolves (1925), starring the original Rin Tin Tin, Sat-
urday, Feb. 19, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., with host film historian Eric Grayson. 
A silent movie with live score. Cost is $5 per person at the door; no 
pre-registration. Face masks required. The arts center is at 2432 
Conservatory Drive on the park grounds. Info: 317-327-7135 or visit: 
gpacarts.org/events.

WR BRANCH BLOOD DRIVE
The White River branch of the Johnson County Library is having 

a community-wide blood drive Tuesday, Feb. 22, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. at the library, 1664 Library Blvd., Greenwood. All blood types are 
needed by the Red Cross. To make an appointment, call 800-733-2767 
or visit: redcrossblood.org.

LEARN ABOUT CRYPTO AT LIBRARY
Librarian Sheila Harmon presents a free one-hour introduction to 

Cryptocurrency at the Greenwood Public Library, Tuesday, Feb. 22, 6 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. The program features a group discussion about the 
digital currency. The library is at 310 S. Meridian St. Info and registra-
tion, 317-881-1953, or at: greenwoodlibrary.us.

VICTORY FIELD WORKERS SOUGHT
With opening day for the 2022 season less than two months away, 

the Indianapolis Indians announced that applications are now being 
accepted for a variety of game-day roles at Victory Field. The Indians 
will hold open interviews at Victory Field, Wednesday, Feb. 23, 3 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. Seasonal positions open include guest relations ambas-
sadors, kid zone game operators, merchandise associates, parking 
attendants, Rowdie Crew, stadium porters, ticket sellers, ticket takers, 
and ushers. Free parking is available in the Victory Field parking lot. 
Enter the ballpark through the administration entrance and be prepared 
to complete an application and in-person interview. Applicants must 
be at least 16 years old. Descriptions and applications for every open 
position can be found at IndyIndians.com/Employment.

HORNET PARK BREAKFAST CLUB
The next breakfast club in Beech Grove is Thursday, Feb. 24, 9 

a.m. at the Hornet Park Community Center, 5245 Hornet Ave. Each 
breakfast includes hot coffee, good food and conversation with com-
munity friends. Public is welcome. The breakfast club is on the second 
and fourth Thursday monthly. Info: www.hornetparkcommunitycenter.
com.

QUILTERS GUILD OF INDIANAPOLIS
The Quilters Guild of Indianapolis invites all quilters to attend Thurs-

day, Feb. 24, 9:30 a.m., at Friedens United Church of Christ, 8200 S. 
Meridian St. Masks required. Info: quiltguildindy.net.

FREE APPLIANCE DROP OFF
Southsiders can utilize a free 

appliance drop off, document 
shredding, and medicine dis-
posal  in Beech Grove, Saturday, 
Feb. 26, 9 a.m. to noon. The 
location is behind City Hall, 806 
Main St., Beech Grove. The 
event is compliments of Ray’s 
Trash Service and Hanna’s 
Wrecker Service.  Info: beech-
grove.com.

LIBRARY FEATURES
GRAFFITI ART

The Beech Grove branch of 
the Indianapolis Public Library 
features a Beech Grove Middle 
School graffiti art exhibit this 
month in the library’s large dis-
play case by the main entrance. 
Also, the library features a 2022 
Meet the Artists XXXIV exhibit, 
a collective of 18 like-minded 
Black visual artists who painted 
Indy’s #BlackLivesMatter street 
mural. The library is at 1102 
Main St., Beech Grove. Info, 
317-275-4560 or visit: indypl.org/
locations/beech-grove.

60 Years Ago This Week - 1962 
Construction on the Indianapolis fire station at Shelby Street and 

Hanna Avenue was expected to commerce in the near future. 
   * * *

Kinney’s Shoes at the point of U.S. 31 and Madison Avenue held a 
huge sale. When buying a pair of shoes for $2.99, the second pair cost 
1 cent.

* * *
Richard Emery, Joe Buergler, Charles Possman, Carl Bates and 

Harold Schuman were elected to the Greater Southside Inc.’s board of 
directors.  

* * *
Work was progressing on the YMCA’s swimming pool at 7900 

Shelby St., with a completion date set for June 1.
* * *

J. Bernard Smith and Michael Hittle were named manager and 
assistant manager, respectively, of American Fletcher National Bank’s 
Southport branch, which was opening in March.

 
50 Years Ago This Week - 1972

Terrence P. Osburn, son of Mr. and Mrs. R.E. Osburn, was named 
valedictorian of Cathedral High School. He had been awarded a schol-
arship to the University of Notre Dame, where he planned to study 
pre-law.

* * *
Gail Butterfield, a senior at Manual and the daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. Robert Butterfield, was a sweetheart candidate for DeMolay’s an-
nual dance, an event for youths in the Masonic organization.

* * *
Southport High School students Sharon Bellamy, Carole Perkins, 

Elizabeth Heacox, Carolyn Tetrick and Joe Yeager were making plans 
for their summer studies in England, France and Russia.

* * *
The “Jim and Jesse Show,” a Grand Ole Opry production starring 

brothers Jim and Jesse McReynolds, made a stop at Central Hardware 
at U.S. 31 and Shelby Street.   

40 Years Ago This Week - 1982
The archives from 1982 are lost.

30 Years Ago This Week - 1992
Carol Bjorklund retired as director of Christian education at First 

Presbyterian Church of Southport.
* * *

The girls basketball team from Southport High School won a sec-
tional title by defeating Perry Meridian 70-47.

* * *
The Fireside South Restaurant, 522 E. Raymond St., served a 

Valentine’s Day dinner for two for $27.95. The meal included a sizzling 
filet mignon, salad, potato and dessert. 

 20 Years Ago This Week - 2002

Perry Meridian High School girls basketball team defeated South-
port 57-54 to win the Southport sectional.

* * * 

* * *
Perry Meridian wrestlers Nate 

Moore, Jeremy and Justin Dibbern 
and Nick Henninger, Franklin Cen-
tral’s Nate Newport, Southport’s Sam 
Scheib and Roncalli’s Ray Ahaus, 
Mike Perry and Nick Himes qualified 
for the state finals. 

* * *
Brand-name cigarettes cost about 

$2.20 a pack.
* * *

The fifth- and sixth-grade B 
volleyball team from St. Barnabas 
School won a preseason tournament. 
The squad featured Jasmine Slivka, 
Jordan Sudzina, Chelsea Stumpf, Jill 
Grande, Kellie Corbin, Briana Spiegl, 
Allison Kresbach, Mary Langferman, 
Amanda Miller, Laura McHugh and 
coaches Mike Sudzina and Donna 
Slivka.

10 Years Ago This Week - 2012

Roncalli’s bowling team won a sectional championship. The squad 
featured (front, from left) Jordan Smith, Rachel Warren, Maryann Todd, 
Kelsey Neylon, Jessica Neu, Christina Gillenwater; (back) Sophie Mas-
cari, Allison Brothers, Maddi Wincek, Kristin Bashore, Megan Powell, 
Megan Harrell and coach Mike McGreevy.

* * *
Roncalli senior Cole Toner, son of Dave and 

Angie Toner, was awarded a scholarship to 
play football at Harvard University.

* * *
Main Street Estate Buyers opened at 324 

W. Main St., Greenwood.

Mary Bryan Elementary 
School Principal Stephen Mc-
Gee spoke during the opening 
program of the Men’s Lenten 
Breakfast Series hosted by 
United Methodist churches.

Christopher Heck, son of Dr. 
Jim and Margie Heck, “examines” a 
pretend patient during Mount Pleasant 
Christian Church’s prekindergarten 
Hospital Day.

Brian Stone landed this 
175-pound bigeye tuna while 
fishing in West Hawaiian 
waters.

* * *

Cole Toner

PAUL E. KAUFFMAN, 86. wife, 
Nina F. Kauffman; children Mat-
thew and Douglas Kauffman; five 
grandchildren; seven great-grand-
children.

JEREMY WILLIAM THOMAS 
LACY, 34; children Lilly Bryant 
and Braylie Lacy; fiance Lacy 
Freeman; mother Kella (Bob 
Scott) Lacy; siblings, Daniel Lacy, 
Angela Savage, Heather Spald-
ing, Nicole Lacy.

SHIRLEY A LOHMAN, 84, 
widow of Richard Lohman; 
children, Mark, Mike and Rick 
Lohman. 

WALLACE DOUGLAS LUNA, 
62, widower of Pamela Bowers 
Luna; children, Michelle Luna, 
Donald Luna and Melissa Luna; 
fiancé Debbie Anthis; brother, 
Charles Lee Luna; seven grand-
children.

BERT CLARENCE PAYTON 
JR., 79, widower of Goldier Dyer 
Payton; children, Bert and Jeff 
Payton, Debra Lamping, Janie 
Payton; 17 grandchildren; many 
great grandchildren. 

JOHN W. REHFUS, 74, wife 
Elizabeth; daughter, Lynn Arnold; 
one  grandson; mother, Betty; 
sibling, Ruth Rogers.

NEIL LEROY SHERWOOD, 
36, mom Robin (Onorio) Guzman; 
siblings, Jennifer, Daniel and Mi-
caela Sherwood, Onorio Guzman 
and Laighana West; grandfather 
Ronnie Sherwood.

YURA TARAN, 67, wife, Julie 
Taran; children, Nicholas Taran 
and Anita Rikard; four grandchil-
dren; seven great-grandchildren.

CHARLES EUGENE UNDER-
WOOD, 82, wife Jeanne (Krodel) 
Underwood; children, Julie 
Murphy and David Underwood; 
siblings, Susanna Johnson and 
Clara Board; four grandchildren; 
three great-grandchildren.

GUNNAR ANDREW WELLS, 
26.

LAVONNIA LOUISE YOUNG, 
83, widow of Ronald Young;
children, Tim Young and Terri 
Matula; three grandchildren; one 
great-grandson.

The Daniel F. O’Riley Funeral Home on the Southside is now 
O’Riley-Branson Funeral Service & Crematory.  

The name change was announced recently by owners Chris and 
Mary Beth Branson, who purchased the funeral home from Shawn 
and Diane (O’Riley) Gudat in 2017.

“We’re very proud to have served the community for five years,” 
said Chris Branson. “Our name change is a symbol of our commit-
ment to care for families in Indianapolis for years to come.” 

The Bransons have spent the last five years enhancing the facility 
and creating personalized services. Major facility renovations were 
finished last year, including new paint, flooring, furniture and décor; 
updated restrooms and family lounge; and exterior painting and land-
scaping. The fleet of vehicles was also updated. 

In 2020, O’Riley became an exclusive Life Celebration Funeral 
Home, offering a unique funeral experience with immersive displays 
and keepsakes to help families honor their loved ones. The Bransons 
also added video tributes and live streaming to the services offered.  

The Bransons have owned Carlisle-Branson Funeral Service & 
Crematory in Mooresville since 2007. The Carlisle-Branson facility 
includes an on-site crematory and is also used for O’Riley families 
requesting cremation services.  

“Many funeral homes don’t own their own crematories, but we 
feel this is a vital part of our services,” Branson said. “We can pro-
vide peace of mind for families, because they know their loved one 
never leaves our care. It was important to the Bransons to keep the 
O’Riley name associated with the facility to honor its rich history. 

O’Riley opened in 1971 under the ownership of Daniel F. O’Riley, 
a respected member of the Indianapolis community and Army 
veteran. He was joined in the early 1980s by his son-in-law, Shawn 
Gudat, one of the facility’s four funeral directors.

The Southside funeral home is at 6107 S. East St. (U.S. 31).
Info: 317-787-8224 or visit online at ORileyFuneralHome.com.

Funeral home becomes 
O’Riley-Branson Funeral 

Service & Crematory 



HANDYMAN,  REMODELING GUTTERS, ROOFING
B. Davis Remodeling Co.

Why move when you can invest in your 
home for less money.

• Room Addition • Screen Porches 
• Siding • Windows • Roofing 

• Bathroom • Basements • Sunrooms
Website: Bdavisremodeling.com

317-781-0566
Serving Central Indiana Since 1982

WANTED TO BUY

GUTTERS & MORE
6” Seamless Gutters
21 colors • Repair

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Don Whitaker

783-3898
Insured

JM Construction

317-887-5041

30 years experience
Specializing in:
• Remodeling
• Repair
• Restoration
• Plumbing &
  Electrical repairs
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Call Jerry today!

Residential • Commercial • Quality Service

Free Estimates • Reasonable Rates • Senior Discounts

783-2217Insured 35 Yrs. Exp.

   ohn’s Drain
Cleaning Service®

HAULING / CLEANUPS

PAINTING

PLUMBING

Siding • Roofi ng • Windows • Guttering
Since 1978

“We do our own work”
Insurance work welcome

FREE ESTIMATES

317-786-9645

TREE, LANDSCAPING, LAWN CARE  

Electrical & Construction
Commercial & Residential
P.O. Box 57
Beech Grove, IN 46107
317-695-5366 ~ Fax: 765-785-9198
petermanelectric.com

Stan Peterman
Joe PetermanPetermanPeterman

GARAGE DOORS

STAHLEY PLUMBING
• Bathroom  remodel
• Total repair service
• Ceramic tile new/repair
 • Drain cleaning
• Well repair work

$10 OFF with this ad

317-363-6405
Senior Citizen Discount

LIC. 105795

“Lowest Prices In Town”

COUPON

ELECTRICIAN

You can 
advertise your 

ad in
this size ad for 

only

$16.00 
per week*

This price is based on 
the 4 week rate

(317) 362-9064

*24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE*
Shaping and/or Topping
Tree & Stump Removal
Trimming • Lot Clearing

Storm Damage

FREE ESTIMATES & FULLY INSURED

Trimming Removal • Firewood • Lot Clearing

784-2525
Spraying
Stump Removal
Topping

Root Feeding
Insured & Bonded
Free Estimates

Bucket Truck ServiceBucket Truck Service

Will Meet or Beat Any Competitor’s Price by 10%

Senior 
Citizen 

Discount

Serving the 
southside since 

1982

317-474-0834

John Walke Garage Doors, LLC
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

Broken springs starting at $140 INSTALLED

317-670-8037

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR / NEW

317-431-7310

Steve’s
Towing Inc.

4300 S. Meridian, Suite B

UPTON’S ROOFINGUPTON’S ROOFING
& REPAIR SERVICE& REPAIR SERVICE  

Licensed   Bonded   Insured

FREE
ESTIMATES

(Since 1970)

(317) 783-5076
(317) 634-8416

GROVER UPTON
4130 Madison Ave.

Hebrews 3:4

Insurance Work Welcome
• Roofi ng
• Gutters

• Siding
• Soffi  ts

• Windows/doors
• Decks
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TOP CASH
PAYING 

UP TO $650
for MOST Junk Vehicles
UP TO $7500 
For Clean, Runnable Vehicles  

FREE PICK UP – 7 days a week 

450-2777 
$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $$ $ $ $ $ $ $

TJ’S CASH 
FOR CARS
Paying up to $350

for junk vehicles
Up to $2500 for running, 
unwanted, wrecked vehicles.

We buy boats & RVs too!
Open 7 days!

Same day cash guaranteed!
317-450-2777

TOP CASH
PAYING 

UP TO $650
for MOST Junk Vehicles
UP TO $7500 
For Clean, Runnable Vehicles  

FREE PICK UP – 7 days a week 

450-2777 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $$ $ $ $ $ $ $

Familyman HAULING
Gutter & Fence Line Cleaning

Clean-outs of Sheds & Garages • Demos
Fencing, Decks & Swing sets

FREE ESTIMATES 317-783-9508

Helping Southsiders with
their home maintenance.

Quick Trip Towing
CASH 4 JUNK AUTOS   

TOW
REPAIR

LOST TITLE? must have ID and 
registration in your name

317-418-8253
CLASSICS 4 SALE

PRAYING FOR PEACE AND UNITY
IN OUR COUNTRY

CONCRETE
Hofmann
Concrete

Specializing in all forms 
of colored & stamped 

No job too large or too small!• Licensed
• Bonded
• Insured

862-MUDD 6833
Cell 281-6205

CONCRETE

Helping Southsiders with
their plumbing & drain needs.

Helping Southsiders with
their landscaping needs.

Please patronize 
our awesome 

advertisers. They 
support us each 

week so that we can 
bring the Southside 

positive news!

J&B SOLUTIONS OF INDY
“Your Local Solution”

Residential & Commercial

• Power Washing & Cleaning
• Paint & Stain Finishes

• Deck/Fence Finishing & Maintenance
• Drywall & Texturing

FREE ESTIMATES
Senior/Military Discounts

Jim Wall 317-605-3253

Courtney Construction Service

317-635-8971

ROOFING
GUTTERING

SOFFIT

GRANDPA’S TRASH HAULING
& CLEAN UP No job too small! 

  Will also clean out & sweep your garage. 

317-366-1094

CLEANUP/
PAINTING

PAINTING IF NEEDED!

CLEAN OUTS
and/or CLEAN UPS
Free Estimates

317-691-1257

317-938-6539

Dave’s Tree 
& Lawn Firewood
BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE

50% OFF Winter Special

Specializing In Large Removals

Dead Wooding • Storm Damage • Tree Removal
Topping • Trimming • Landscaping • Cabling

Planting • Border Raising

24-Hour Emergency Calls
Fully Insured & Bonded
“We lay the blade to it!”
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SMALL ENGINE REPAIR
Small Engine 

Service/Repair
“All Types”
Pickup/delivery

available

317-503-0199

Fred & Sons’
Tree Topping, Trimming & Removal 
Stump Removal  
Brush Pile, Yard Waste Removal 
Bush/Hedge Trimming
Trash/Junk Removal
Light Hauling
Gutter Cleaning 
Garage/Shed/Fence/Deck 
Demolition & Removal 
Rentals & Foreclosure Property Cleanouts 

Catering to home owners and real estate professionals. 
We specialize in hauling services, removing junk, cleaning up 
properties, demolition work, tree removal and lawn mowing.

Don “Fred” Burns

www.fredandsons.com

Hauling & Tree Removal ServiceHauling & Tree Removal Service

Service Directory
LAWN, LANDSCAPING & MORE

UPHOLSTERY

317-631-8911

Shelby Upholstering & Interiors
Your One-Stop Shop Design Service

Free 
Pick-up & 
Delivery

Mill End Window Fashions

Family Owned & Operated Since 1932

3136 W. 16th St.
shelbyupholstering.com

Experts in Commercial/Residential
Medical & Churches

Upholstery • Window Treatments
Carpet • Wood Refi nishing

Complete Interiors

CERAMIC / TILE WORK
All TILE Designs
CUSTOM SHOWERS

317-435-9502 CALL OR 
TEXT

� ex� oorcoverings@gmail.com

20 years experience • Insured

Complete
Bath Remodeling
Floor Coverings

8039 S. Meridian St., 46217

ANTIQUES • VINTAGE • DESIGNER

A real Antique Mall - A must see!

SHOP LOCAL - SHOP SMALL
SINCE
1996

ANTIQUE MALLPAINTING

Career Connection & more!
HELPING 

EMPLOYERS
FIND 

EMPLOYEES. . .
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SPRUCE MANOR
Senior Housing

• 55 AND OVER!!!
WAITING LIST!
• On Busline
• Beautifully landscaped courtyard
• Newly remodeled
• Intercom entry system
• Rent 30% of Adjusted Gross Income
• Electric and Water paid

Located on the 
southeastside 

near Beech Grove

317-783-6615 or TDD 800-877-8973

SMOKE
FREE

PROPERTY

Home Connection

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Welcome to“Affordable”Senior Living at:

The Abbey
62 YEARS 

AND 
OVER!

• Full Equipped Kitchens
• Free On-Site Laundry
• Window Coverings/Carpet
• Individually Controlled
  Heat & Air
• Locked Entry

• Intercom System
• Ample Parking
• Shopping Nearby
• Elevator
• Small Pets - OK
• Rent Based on Income

4012 Mann Road
Call today 317-821-1903 or stop in!

tdd 800-545-1833 ext. 359

Bethany Village
Apartments
is an independent,
SENIOR LIVING

COMMUNITY
We are accepting applications for

1 & 2 BEDROOM APTS. 
62 and Older/Mobility Impaired; Rent Based 
on Income; Grocery trips, Locked entrance, 

CICOA Hot Lunch Program

3554 Shelby Street
Indianapolis, IN 46227

Applications accepted
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9AM - 12PM

tty/tdd:#711

H E L P I N G  S O U T H S I D E R S  F I N D  H O M E S !

VINTAGE TOY STORE

1002 E. TROY
You tried the rest, now try the best.

1 bedroom, total electric,
TOTALLY REMODELED, must see!

$650 mo., references required.

317-691-9290

Classifieds 
PRAYER

Part-timeExperienced
GroomerCommission

Full Time

Kennel Attendant

No experience - starts at $10/Hour

Experienced starts higher!

NOW
HIRING!

Apply at www.SleepyHollowPetRanch.com under “contact” tab

147 Tri Sab Ln.
 46217

or helping people 
find other ways to 

make money!

IF YOU HAVE AN OPEN 
POSITION, RUN IT HERE!

6025 Madison Ave.
SUITE E

317-781-7990

The Toy DropThe Toy Drop

$ $ $ $  S P E N D  Y O U R  $ $ $ $$ $ $ $  S P E N D  Y O U R  $ $ $ $
C H R I S T M A S  M O N E Y  H E R E !C H R I S T M A S  M O N E Y  H E R E !

OPEN DAILY
11 AM - 6 PM

“Vintage Toy Store”“Vintage Toy Store”
••••••••••••••••••••

OPEN
Monday-Saturday

11am-6pm
Sunday

Noon - 5pm

The Toy DropThe Toy Drop
6025 Madison Ave., 

Suite E
317-781-7990

PRAYER TO THE
BLESSED MOTHER

(Never known to fail). O most beautiful 
flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful if the 

splendor of Heaven, blessed Mother of 
the Son of God, immaculate virgin, assist 

me in this necessity. O star of the sea 
help me, and show herein you are my 
Mother. O Holy Mary Mother of God, 
Queen of Heaven and Earth, I humbly 

beseech thee from the bottom of my heart. 
Succor me in this necessity, there are 

none that can withstand your power. O 
show me herein your are Mother O Mary 
conceived without sin, pray for us who 
have resource to thee (3 times). O Holy 
Mary I place this cause in your hands (3 
times). Thank you for your mercy to me 

and mine. Amen. This prayer must be said 
for 3 days and after 3 days your request 
will be granted and the prayer must be 

published. Thank you. K.S.

GARFIELD PARK S. SHELBY, 1 bdrm. apt., 
$650 mo., $150 dep., utils. pd., upstais, no pets, 
317-658-2995.

HOME FOR RENT:  

Beech Grove
NEW, No

Maintenance HOME
1/2 luxury single story double,
2 BR, 2 Ba, 2 Car Garage, Private 
entry, 1,326 sq.ft. $1,850 / mo. 

317-680-0806

Middle School Math Middle School Math 
InterventionistInterventionist

Clark-Pleasant Community 
School Corporation

Apply on line at
www.applitrack.com/cpcsck12in/onlineapp/

Search job #669

Clark-Pleasant Middle School
8 Hours/Day, 40 Hours/Week

COMPENSATION: Based on the Master Contract

QUALIFICATIONS:
• B.A/B.S degree in teaching from an accredited institution or related 
field teaching 
• Indiana certification in teaching in appropriate subject area 
• Ability to establish and maintain 
cooperative and effective working 
relationships with others
• Ability to communicate effectively 
orally and in writing
• Perform all other related work 
delegated or required to accomplish 
the objectives of the total school 
program
• Knowledge and implementation of 
relevant technology
• Meet professional teacher education require-
ments of school, district and state

POSITION PURPOSE: 
To work with students to close gaps in their math abilities that 
prevent them from performing at grade level

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS: See full list (Job #669)
at  www.applitrack.com/cpcsck12in/onlineapp/

Purpose of Position:
Under the direction of the Unit 
Director and Program Director, 
the Bus Driver will drive groups of 
children from location to location 
in BGCI busses.  The Bus Driver will 
supervise all children on the bus 
and maintain a safe and orderly 
atmosphere on the bus at all times.   
Essential Functions:
• Drive children from location 
to location in BGCI busses while 
maintaining a safe and orderly 
atmosphere on the bus at all times.  
• Perform pre-trip safety checks as 
well as post-trip safety checks
• Maintain vehicle cleanliness 
perform basic maintenance checks 
daily.
• Accurately complete appropriate 
documentation regarding bus 
usage and maintenance needs.
• Provide positive guidance and 
discipline for youth on bus.
• Enthusiastically complete other 
duties as assigned.

Keenan-Stahl Boys & Girls Club

NOW HIRING Bus Driver
Qualifications:
Age 25 or older.
Valid drivers license and ability to 
pass BMV records check.
CDL Validation
Experience as a bus driver 
transporting groups of youth.  
Experience maintaining order 
among groups of children.  
Ability to serve as a role model for 
Club members.
Physical Demands:
Sitting for long periods of time 
while driving bus and/or waiting for 
children to board. Reaching, lifting, 
balancing, etc while cleaning bus. 
Extensive physical movement while 
supervising children.
Compensation:
$20.00 to $25.00 an hour based 
on experience. 15 hours a week 
minimum

IF INTERESTED, EMAIL
Isia Williamson at

IWilliamson@bgcindy.org

Keenan-Stahl
Boys & Girls Club
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H I G H  S C H O O L  S P O R T S

By Al Stilley
Editor

Ten years ago, all Alan Weems wanted to 
do was to make a difference when he became 
the head girls basketball coach at Greenwood 
Christian Academy.

Mission accomplished.
When he arrived at GCA after three years 

at Whiteland, the Cougars relatively new pro-
gram had won only two sectional games in five 
years. Weems retires as GCA’s coach with nine 
winning seasons, nine seasons with 13 wins or 
more, four consecutive sectional each and four 
regional championships plus four Final Four 
appearances.

Weems’ 10 year run at GCA ended Saturday 
in the first game of the 1A Southwestern 
Regional when Bethesda Christian defeated the 
Cougars, 54-42.

“I would like to hope that at some point in 
time, maybe I made a difference and these kids 
made a difference,” Weems said outside the 
locker room Saturday. “To say, you made a dif-
ference; it doesn’t get any better than that.”

Attending a Biblical-centered school, the 
student-athletes that he coached also made a 
difference.

“Obviously that also means, thinking of 
others,” Weems said. “We wanted to be a 
program that served, that doesn’t take, and 
they did a good job of that over 10 years. We 
had some outstanding kids, and I’m grateful 
for that.”

Against Bethesda Christian, the Cougars led 
only once, 2-0 on Dani Simon’s close-in basket 
and later tied it at 8-8 on leading scorer Ellie 
Bigelow’s shot. The Cougars were doomed 
by poor shooting in the first half (6 of 27 field 
goals, 4 of 12 free throws) and trailed 29-16. 
They trailed by 15 points twice in the second 
half before trimming the Patriots lead to 44-38 
on Bigelow’s eight-second five-point spurt 
with 1:45 left. 

The Cougars were unable to get any closer. 
During a time out with 32.5 seconds left, GCA 
realized the outcome as senior Dory O’Dell 
and junior Laura Peterson hugged each other.

“We struggled all day,” Weems observed. 
“We couldn’t buy a basket and the free throw 
line was a problem in the first half. Our kids 
weren’t going to give in; they kept battling and 
battling.’

Bigelow led the Cougars with 20 points 
with eight points from Simon. Bethesda junior 
Kenzie Fulks topped all scorers with 25 points. 

Coach Weems, GCA bow out 
of girls’ basketball playoffs

By Al Stilley
Editor

Nineteen wrestlers representing five high schools from the Southside will compete 
in the IHSAA state finals Friday and Saturday at Gainbridge Fieldhouse.

Seven wrestlers claimed individual championships in semistates at either New 
Castle or Evansville with the top four in each weight class advancing to the upcoming 
state finals. 

Roncalli placed second behind Cathedral in team points at New Castle, 142.5-
117.5; Perry Meridian was fourth, 84 points. Center Grove, 120 points, was third at 
Evansville, trailing champion Brownsburg and runner-up Evansville Mater Dei.

Prelims are Friday at 11 a.m. for weight classes 152-285 pounds and 7 p.m. for 
106-145 pounds. Quarterfinals with semifinals to follow are Saturday at 9:30 a.m., with 
consolations at 5 p.m., with state championship matches in each class at 7:30 p.m. All 
ticketing is digital through Ticketmaster.com.

State finals qualifiers from Southside (weight class and semifinal placement):

From New Castle
Roncalli (5): Champion - 138, Bryce Lowery; 152, Kody Glithero; 182, Luke Han-

sen. Third - 113, Branden Getz; 220, Justin Lewis. 
Perry Meridian (5): Champion - 120, Toby Billerman; 145, Matthew Koontz. Third 

- 195, Ronin Hammond; Fourth, 126, Keaton Morton; 160, Zachery Huckaby.
Franklin Central (1): Champion -  195, Aataevon Jordan.
Southport (1): Champion - 106, Nathan Smith.

From Evansville
Center Grove (7): Champion - 145, Hayden Watson; 182, Drake Buchanan; 

Third - 132, Wyatt Krejsa; Fourth - 113, Eddie Goss; 126, Michael Tharpe; 220, Royce 
Deckerd III; 285, Nate Johnson.

19 Southside 
wrestlers reach 

IHSAA state finals

(PHOTO COURTESY OF RONCALLI HIGH SCHOOL)
Roncalli Royals heading to state wrestling finals are Braden Getz, left, Luke Hansen, 

Bryce Lowery, Kody Glithero and Justin Lewis.

(SUBMITTED PHOTOS)
Greenwood Christian Academy coach Alan Weems, middle, 

with assistant coaches Tiffany Clements and Jeremy Dunn after 
Cougars won fourth straight sectional. Weems is retiring after 10 
years at the GCA helm.

GCA’s sectional championship team includes head coach Alan 
Weems, who announced his retirement midway into this season.

Weems finishes with a 176-139 record at GCA with a coach-
ing philosophy that matches the GCA way.

“Number one, of course, is that we try to do things from a 
Biblical standpoint, things that would enhance the school and 
have people see what kind of school Greenwood Christian is,” 
he explained.

He leaves the girls basketball program with a stronger foun-
dation.

“I’m proud of where the program is at, but I’ll be more 
excited to see where it goes from here,” said Weems, an 18-year 
residential and commercial realtor.

The Cougars graduate six seniors, including Bigelow, O’Dell, 
Simon, Chloe Grider, Kirsten Carlson, and Kayla Chapman.

BUTLER/BROOKS HEADED TO STATE

CG CHEERLEADERS HELP IN GREEN FLAG SEND-OFF

(SUBMITTED PHOTOS)
The green flag for the 106th Indianapolis 500 on May 29 began its way Friday to the Super Bowl in Los Angeles from 

Indianapolis International Airport with the help of Center Grove High School cheerleaders and radio/TV personality Laura 
Steele. The flag was in LA for all the festivities for the big game won by the Rams, 23-20. Steele, a popular personality 
on Indy’s classic hits WJJK-FM 104.5, was the emcee at Bullseye Event Group festivities in LA with DJ Skidz and many 
local fans. The Indy 500 green flag is on a world-wide journey that began in early February with IndyCar drivers Jimmie 
Johnson and Colton Herta, who raced in the Race of Champions Nations Cup in Sweden.
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GOOD LUCK TO ALL OF OUR 
SOUTHSIDE WRESTLERS!

WIN STATE!

Joey Butler is 
the 126 pound 
Evansville Semi-
state Champion. 
He also punched 
his ticket to the 
state finals which 
open up this Fri-
day night at Gain-
bridge Fieldhouse 
in downtown Indy.  

Eli Brooks, 132 
pound, placed 
fourth at semi-
state and also 
earned a trip to the 
state finals.  

 As a team the 
Warriors were 10th 
out of 58 schools.

(SUBMITTED 
PHOTOS)Joey Butler Eli Brooks


